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Abstract
Recently Time magazine had on its cover a panda bear trying to re-inflate a limp world 
balloon, with the caption: Can China Save the World? I’ll talk about my experiences as an 
American in Hong Kong this past year and try to compare the road that the USA has gone 
down with the directions China seems to be traveling along. In addition to some general 
cultural observations, I’ll try to make some guesses about where Hong Kong and by inference 
China is going scientifically in comparison to the West, and the nature of the changing 
interactions between the East and the West as China continues its explosive development.
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Liaison Committee for the International Union of Pure and Applied Physics. He is a Fellow of 
the American Physical Society, a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, a Member of the National Academy of Sciences, a Fellow of the American Association 
of Arts and Sciences, and won the Lilienfeld Prize, American Physical Society.


